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NYCHA Residents Receive New Furniture Thanks To Generous Donations
Family Services Department
coordinates the relocation of
these families (see “NYCHA
Outreach Continues to Assist
Residents Post-Hurricane
Sandy” on page 1), and
provides assistance with
securing furniture and other
household items by working
with its partners and donors.
Ms. Duran and her family
benefitted from a $55,000
grant from the Robin Hood
Foundation, secured through
the Family Services Department’s partnership with Community Solutions. She evacuated from Redfern Houses
in the Rockaways before the
storm with her two children
and stayed with some friends
until it was considered safe
to go back. She returned to

Mary Dávila relaxes on her new chair in her Johnson Houses apartment, courtesy
of donations secured through NYCHA’s Office of Public-Private Partnerships and
Family Services Department for residents affected by Hurricane Sandy.

By Zodet Negrón
hen NYCHA gave
me the key to my
new apartment, it was entirely
furnished (with new beds, a
dining room set, sheets, towels,
plates, kitchen utensils and
other household appliances),”
said Mercedes Duran from
Pomonok Houses in Queens.
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“I was so happy; it was a
wonderful surprise.”
After Hurricane Sandy hit,
many NYCHA residents lost all
of their belongings because
their apartments were flooded.
Some have relocated to other
developments, but they have
not had to do it alone. NYCHA’s

CUNY Fatherhood Academy

find all of her belongings damaged by the flooding and moldy
conditions in her apartment. Ms.
Duran was transferred to Pomonok Houses.
For Mary Dávila from Ocean
Bay Apartments in Queens,
getting a helping hand from
NYCHA has been an uplifting
experience. When she returned
to her apartment two weeks after
Hurricane Sandy passed, she was
devastated by the water damage
and moldy conditions. NYCHA
located a new apartment for
Ms. Dávila at Johnson Houses in
Manhattan and provided beds for
her and her two children, a dining
room set, a sofa and a dresser. “I
am so appreciative of everything
NYCHA has done for me,” said
Ms. Dávila. “They’ve made
everything so easy-going.”

In addition, Loews
Regency Hotel donated
more than 2,500 pieces of
furniture through The Mayor’s
Fund to Advance New York
City. NYCHA’s Office of
Public-Private Partnerships
also secured donations from
Sleepy’s, Rent-A-Center and
Gothic Cabinets. Sleepy’s
donated more than $43,000
worth of beds and Rent-ACenter donated more than
$10,000 worth of furniture,
including full living room sets
and bedroom sets. Gothic
Cabinet donated more than
$6,000 worth of furniture,
including beds, mattresses,
box spring, frames,
headboards, cribs, cradles,
dining tables, nightstands
and mirrors.

Comments? Questions? E-mail Journal@nycha.nyc.gov.

 Are you a father between the ages of 18 and 24?
 Do you want to move forward in your life?
 Are you unemployed or underemployed?

Take this opportunity to create a brighter future for you and your family!
The CUNY Fatherhood Academy is a free 4-month,
3 day a week program that can help you:

• Earn a G.E.D. while focusing on academic and personal
success

• Prepare for college
• Get work experience through a part-time job or an
internship
• Explore careers
• Learn about parenting, health, and financial literacy
• Gain valuable information on your rights and
responsibilities as a father

Open to fathers with or without a high school diploma or G.E.D.
www.facebook.com/CUNYFatherhood

Recruiting NOW

For more information contact
David Speal

(718) 730-7336 or
dspeal@lagcc.cuny.edu

LaGuardia Community College
29-10 Thomson Avenue Room C404, Long Island City, NY 11101
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Enroll
Now
at one of our 20 free, public

charter schools in Brooklyn.

Now accepting new student applications
for Kindergarten and 5th Grade
for the 2013-2014 school year.
Applications due Tuesday, April 2nd at 5:00 p.m.

English Language Learners and students requiring
special services are encouraged to apply.

To apply or for further information:
Visit our website at
www.uncommonschools.org/enrollnyc
Call us at 718-363-5024
Many of our schools offer an admissions preference for
families living in NYC Public Housing.

A College Preparatory Mission • Structure and Order • More Learning Time • Great Teachers • Joy and Rigor • Focus on Literacy • Partnerships with Families • Character Development

